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Godhead Eternal and: Election ;-Ofiginal Sin; Particilae . 

‘Redemption ; ; Free Juitification’ by the imputed of Chritt; 

Efficacious Grace in Regetieration ; the Finat Perfeverance of the Saints; 


from, meeting ‘at “Sutton- Athfiéld, Nottingham, Sheep 
Beicefter, Amifby, ‘Foxtoh,, Oakham, ‘S 


ham, Ketteting, Walgrave, ‘Northampton, Road, Olney, 

m and St. Alban’s; as alfo' to the many Churches notyet 
Liss ~“in'this Affociation, who, notwithftanding, gountenance‘it, ros 


Chrif, ‘the minifters. meffengers who. attended. this aflociation 
were preferved from. all afflictive incidents, and. brought fafely to anaffees 
| ‘tionate interview with-cach other but the ablence of fevéral 


— 


minifters, by. reafon of, perfonal or was a matter 
cohcétn to us; and we truft thofe'dear friends had not only a 
thare in our fympatheric feclings,. but.in, our prayers. it will. be | 

oy to micet thenr i in health at our next afiocration; 
offered: up. to. our. gracious God-by of the. mef 
phe'charches, we, to:examine- into. the.contents of. the 
Teteers from the chutches we reprefent,—and we found, 
OF our miniftys. or, tics. have: of fromthe 
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but the number of Fourteen perfons, excluded for immorglities, gives ws 
féafon for painful reflection and forrow : yet, at the fame time, we rejoice 
to find fuch firmnefs and zeal for purity and order, which have not fuffered 
{Candalous perfons to abide in your focieties, The number of twenty- 
nine that are dead fhould alarm us that remain : let us not flatter ourfelves 
with the hopes of a long life, but let us be ardently concerned to fill up 
the fhort fpace of time left us with fulid godlinefs and real ufefulnefs in 
our refpettive ftations. 

In our annual letters, for many years paft, we have ftated, explained, 
defended, and improyved:the glorious principles we profefs at the head of 
our letter, to the end that you might form an eafy and familiar ac- 
quaintance with your own dottrines, and adorn them by an holy life and 
a beautiful converfation. You have already had views of the doétrine of 
the facred Trinity—the gracious affiflances of the Holy Spit in a courfe 
of gofpel obedience—the eternal, immutable, and free love of God in 
choofing you, to holinefs and eternal happinefs—the fall and ruin of man- 
kind, a$ involved in the guilt and corruption of the firft head and root 
of the human race—fpecial, abfolute, certain, and perfect redemption 
by the death of Chrift—free juftification, by the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
placed: to our accoynt by an act of God, as.a father and a judge—invin- 
¢ible and,victorious grace in regeneration and fan¢tification—and the final 
perfeverance of the faints to glory. We hope thofe.effays will never be 
forgotten, but often reviewed by you, as they contain a body of divinity 
in miniature, and will prepare your minds for reading larger treatifes on 

e fame glorious fubjects. 

We now proceed to the confideration of a fubje& peculiarly needful to 
yon in your fingle and collective charafler: the fubject for this year is to 

the Beauty of. Social Religion, or the Glory and Excellence of a true 
Gofpel Church, And we aflure you, dear brethren, that we judge it 2 
matter, of vait importance and ufe for preachers and people to be clearly 
and fondly acquainted with the nature and conftitution, the rights and 
privileges, the faith and, ordes, the worfhip and ordinances, the officers 
and dileipfine, the fpirit.and, temper, the end and defign of a true church 
of Jefus Chrift; in order that we may adore the wifdom of Chrift as our 
great prophet, offer our, werlhip.to God through his atonement and inter- 
ceffion as our great high prieit, and fubje&t our fouls, and confeiences to 
him as our fupreme head, king, and law-giver, 

We have reafon to fear, that there is a very criminal inattention to this 
important fubjeét amongft profeffors of chriftianity, and even among Pro- 
t Diflenters of our Own denomination. And what is the confequence ? 
great ignorance of the glory and beauty of charch - fellewhip—ereat 
violations of the laws of our fovereign Lord: the king in Zion, by which 
he is difhonoured and. affronted in his own peculiar kingdom—the fouls of 
true chriftians. are injared in their beit interefts—enqairing perfons are 
_ Gffended and prejudiced, when they fee profeffors live unworthy of their 
Lord and Saviour; and/finners are hardened in their neglect of his great 
and precious falvation. 

“et us therefore awake from our indolence of temper, and fix, our 

_ atterition on a fubjeét-which is fo much for our uwn happinefs, as well as 

for the glory of God. 

‘In-treating on the fature of a Gofpel Church, we will endeavour to 

indoneé peculiar idea of it, which muft render it one of the 
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mioft lovely and defirable things in the world, (viz.) That it is a tate of 
gracious and refined friendfhip, grounded on a cordial love to God and 
to each other. 

Spiritual friendthip is a pleafing attraction of the heart towards the 
beautiful and good qualities which we eiteem, and the amiable image of 
God we admire in true chriftians—which produces a mutual inclination 
between two or more perfons to promote each other’s holinefs and hap- 

inefs. | | 
| This fpiritual friendfhip is the union of fouls by means of vital holi- 
nefs, which is the common cement or bond of their mutual and ardent 
affeftion. | 

In treating of a Gofpel Church, under the pleafing idea of a fate of 
rational, moral, and divine friendfhip, we will confider its materials, 
conftitution and form, the dignity, order, officers, worfhip, {pirit and 
ufes of fuch a fociety; and we pray God to enlighten, imprefs, and animate 
your hearts whilft you read, and produce in you a moft fervent love and at- 
tachment to fuch an excellent fociety, and canfe you to become more 
ufeful and honourable members of fuch a glorious eftablifhment of things 
ander the fole head and fovereign. 


’ 


I. The warure of a Crurcnu in its MATTER, 
§TITUTION, and FORM. 


A Church of Chrift is a peculiar fociety of gracious fouls, who 
are called out of a ftate of fin and mifery by the almighty Spirit of 
God, affociated by their own free confent to maintain the doétrines of 
er perform gofpel worfhip, and celebrate gofpel ordinances, with 
the exercife of holy difcipline to the glory of the divine Parner and 
to promote their own ufefulnefs and happinefs in time and eternity. 

Such a poets ot body of people, is very much diftinguithed from the 
merely civil and political focieties of this world, by the {piritual nature of 
their conitituticn, the privileges they enjoy, the officers they appoint, the 
worthip they perform, the sales they obferve, the head they obey, and the 
= and noble ends they purfue, which ate abundantly fuperiof to all the 

efigis of the political focieties of this world. 

And fueh a fpiritual feciety is avowedly feparated from, and oppofed 
#o, the power and kingdom of Satan in this world.—See Rev. Daniel 
‘Tarner’s Compendium of Social Religion, p. 1--8. 
~The members of this gracious fociety renounce the maxims, fpirit, and 
manners of the world—they proclaim war with the fraud and force of the 
Devil, and entirely devote themfelves to God in Chrift, in obedience to 
the effetual call of the holy Spirit: which leads us, by an eafy tranfition, 
to confider 

The Materrars of a Gospst Crurcn, 


They are, or ought to be, real believers in the Lord Jefas Chrift, with 
the exercife of true repentance towards God, They are diftinguifhed from 
all other men by three great characteriitics, (viz.) their cunvictions, their 
faith, and their new and divine nature. Their convicrTions, or the force 
of trath in the law on their confciences, are extenfve with reipect to all 
fins—deep, and reach to the fins of the heart—dwradle and laiting, and 
¢annot be fhaken off or diverted by all the bufineds and pleafares of the 
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Their rrr m receives Chrift alone, without retaining any of their lufte 


and idols, or mixing their own deteftable rags with the divine and infinite 
fatistaction and righteoufnefs of Chrift. They receive a: full Chrift, as 
_abletodo them all manner of good: full of wifdom as a prophet, full of 
divine and infinite worthinefs as a Prieft, and full of power and ‘grace as 
an almighty king. -.They receive Chrift regardlefs of al] threatening con- 
_ Sequences; they take him at all hazards,. they deliberately count the coft, 
and are determined to conquer their enemies, or die in the confi. 


. wew, and piviné narure. They are regenerated by the S it 


of God, enlightened by the grace of Chrift, made new in their a - 


fions/of God and themfelves, make a new choice of holinefs as the grand — 
mean of -liappinefs; they exert new affections towards God and heavenly 


| Bitngs, and feel a new tafle for all that is good and beautiful in heaven 
andearth. This leads us to confider 


The CONSTITUTION of a Crurcu. 


___ “This confifts in the diffufion of a divine nature through the fouls of the 
} Members of this facred fociety, and the impreifion of the image and law 
of God on their hearts; which divine refemblance is unalterable in its 
‘ature, arifing from its Keayenly original and the f{jspreme excellence of 


. its conftruétion: and this is fo eftablifhed by God our redeemer in the — 


hearts of his people, that it is not poffible for men or devils to deftroy. jt as 
Song a8 the world fhall endure : and every attempt to alter or to injure this 
divine Conititation is not only unjuit but daringly wicked: and the Son 
Of God has dreadfully threatened, that if any man thal! attempt to defile 
the temple of God, , 


Out repentance and pardon, fhall defile the Church with capital 


‘Ertofs, ‘or attempt to fupprefs or deftroy it with the {pirit of perfecution, — 


“This confifts in the free and mutual confent of believing perfons to 


9 before God. (A Church is a voluntary fociety: no man is 
i y.born.into 4 Gofpel Church ;. no man cam be forced into it; but 


every true chriftian muft be a volunteer: he is made willing in the day of _ 


‘the victorious power of the of God, and then they give themfelves 
the Lord,.and to one.another, by the will.of God. 2 Cor. yiii. i— 
Je, our glorious general, difdains to imprefs men by a mere force inte 


freely give ourlelyesito God... 


il, The PRIVILEGES of 4 Cuvace. 


‘Dignity is fich @ flate Of mind as to be above the dominion of fin, ‘the 


fpirit.of the-world, and the tyranny of the devil: it confifts in a con- 
‘pexion with the eternal God through:Chrift, and a fenfe of his approbation 


in to happyi~A privilege is a peculiar 
Cepiures, dangers, nalties ; \with jak nght to ri | 


ple. .compoled‘of fech materials,. and bleffed with fuch a 
a divine nature and life, are endowed with honours, 


in Chrit. 


im fhall God deftroy ;" for the temple of Gon is 
holy; which temple ye are. 1 Cor. iii. 17.—Wo be to that man who, 
wit 


sarmics; he infuies freely a divine life into our fouls, and then we 
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and invefted with fuch privileges, as no other perfons on earth éver had, 
r can have, whilft they continue dead in fin, guilty before God, and ap 
Our dignity and privileges arife from our connexion with God the 
Father. He delights in us: he has adopted us into his glorious family 
by his fovereign good pleafure. ‘This bleffing of adoption raifes us above | 
the angels and the whole creation of God. He keeps us as the apple of 
bis eye: he i- he root of our -fpiritual and divine exiftence, and his voice 
in his pron is very clear, tender, and condefcending : he {peaks to us 
with all the ardor and compaffion of a Father and a God. _ hmve 
Our privileges, arifing from our vital union with the Lord Jefus, are 
precious and endearing to the laft degree. ‘This glorious union in- 
cludes all that is rich, great, and honourable to eternity :—hence flows 
relief to the mind under every trouble, hence arifes ttrong confolation to 
the foul by the inward prefence of an heart cheering good, which will 


- out-balance all the preflures of pain and ¢vil which we feel or fear. » 


‘teiumph, and fhout Victory for ever, 


Chrift is our glorious head and faithful guardian : we are members of 
his body, of his flefh, and of his bones. He is our legal head, or head | 
in law---our foederal head, or head in covenant---our political head, as a - 
king over his fubjeéts---our reprefentative head, as he iuftained the perfons 
of all his people beforg God in eternity---he is our vital head to give-us 
life, and our moral and conjugal head to impart his love---he is our furety 
to pay our debts, bear our fins, endure our punifhment, and give us aright 
to acceptance with God in eternal life. . 
' We were put into Chrift’s hands from eternity, with all our vaft con- 
cerns and affairs, by God’s own will and act of grate. q 

We are the objeéts of Chrift’s everlafting love: he rejoiced in the 
habitable parts of the earth, and his delights were with the fons of mens 
Prov. viii. 31/ | 
 Chrift is our divine tutor, or prophet, to reveal the whole will of God 
for our falvation: we are his difciples, to be inftruéted by him in time and 
to all eternity: he will for ever lead us to new fountains of truth, know. - 
ledge, and happinefs. | | 

hrift has a full comprehenfion of the mind of God at’ once, in his 
vaft 7 gC ; and in his teachings there are glorious things for our 
inftruction and fatisfation, with refpeét to the eternal and immutable 
nature of divine truth; he is the grand repofitory of alltrath: in him it 
is full to free us from all fear of defect---infallible to. bring the mind to 
affurance and reft in God---in him there is infinite authority, as our — 
fovereign God, to caufe the will to obey... Chritt has a legal right and 
power to fend the holy Spirit, to lead us-into all truth ; and the eternal 
perfon of the Son of Gad -is the f ring of life, light, and efficacy, in 
all his inftru€tions of our immortal fouls, This. folnefs without defect, 
this infallibility without miftake, and this abfolute authority without 
weaknefs, affords matter of eternal fafety and joy to all true believers. in 
the world. Chrift is Our mott valiant general,. or commander in chief, of 
all the forces of God; we: lift under his banner---from him we-take our 


‘arms--~-by him we are'exercifed and taught military difeipline---with Chrift 


we march to fight- --with him we ardently pray on earth, whilft he is plead- 
ing in heaven---by him we.rout our foes---with him we conquer Devils, 
we ftorm his ftrong holds, we trample on all our lufts—and with him we 
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Our dignity and privileges likewife confift in our connexion with the 
church of God in heaven and earth. We are citizens of no mean city: 
we were born in the grandeft city in the world, the ancient city of the great 
God; and we are fpizitual freemen of-this city to eternity. We are 
educated in Chrift’s church in the moft liberal and divine knowledge, 
and likewife in purity and dignity of manners: and converfation : we are 
trained up in the moft ardent and glorious devotion in the temple of God : 
» ‘weare allared into the mof honourable and divine connexions with the 

beit companions and relations, and rife into the mo@ {ublime converfe 

with all the beft and brighteft beings in heaven and earth. 

* Our dignity arifes alfo from our union with the angels of God. The 
fpiritual birth-day of every believer is celebrated with great joy by thefe 
cwleftial fpirits---they are our life and body guards, to watch around us 
by night and day through life---they are our attending fervants every hours 
and fiy through all the earth every moment, to guard and guide, to fortify 
and animate the people of God. Angels triumph in our fouls; they look 
on us as the excellent of the earth, as fit to receive and as fit to do 

_ them good; and they love to renew their views of us as the glorious children 

—@f God---they feel a pleafure to repeat the fight of us, and fhew us to each 

other with wonder and delight---they carry a good report of us to heavén 
when we act agreeably to our principles, and our godly converfation Alls 

them with a pleafing admiration. 

' Our dignity and privileges, confidered with to the natural and 
moral world, are very great and delightful. Qur fouls are the end for 
which the vifible world, with the ftarry heavens, were created; and all 
ranks of creatures, by God’s wifdom and love, are devoted to our fervice, 
even from an angél toa reptile, and from the blazing fun to a clod of 
earth. 
The fouls of true believers are the ornament and glory of the univerfe : 
an honour to’civil: fociety : the heirs of the world, Rom. iv. 13. and the 
: of angels, 1Cor. vi. 3. Nothing is fo great as the foul of a real 

\ehriftian in the whole creation: the foul is an image of the fpiritual 

ing, the almighty power, ther nefs, and unfpotted holinefs of 

God. A in Chrift is the greateft and charatier in life ; 

he is the only wife, the only brave, the only great and happy man ; he is — 

happy ia his life, happy in his death; and happy to eternity: he is a 

powerful warrior, an invincible conqueror, worthy of all moral honour, 

and dignified with the eternal approbation of God : he is a temple of the 

‘ holy ‘Spirit, and tor that very reafon he is and fhall be an eternal temple of 
the living 1 Cor. iii. 16.---O, chriftians! you can never think too - 
twmbly of yourlelves, as you are related to your fir head Adam, the 
root of fin, mifery, and ruin. You cam never think too highly of your 
fouls, -as they fland in aivital relation to your fecond head, the Lord leles 

Chritt; the fource of: holinefs, happinefs, firength, beauty, and invin- 

gible im grace., Let us think of the dignity and 
with which | being fr and let us ftudy 

of to all well » being fruitful in every work, and im 
The and of 2 Cuurcn. | 
_Perfons thus called by grace, and conftisuted and ¢adowed by 
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. them, at leaft for the fummer feafon, in public. 


really bleffed with true faith; which is not a mere cold affent to the 


truth, in the underftanding, but a cordial confent of the will, and aa 
hearty approbation of the whole of revealed truth, as it is good and 


beautiful, worthy of God, and bearing the imprefs of the divine per- 


feétions. 
- Our confeffion of faith, and our catechifm for the inftruétion of our 
young people, are publithed to the world ; and from thefe glorious 
principles we hope you will never depart: if you fhould, you will be ne 
longer churches of Chrift, but fynagogues of Satan. At prefent, bleffed 
be God, we believe there is no apparent apoitacy in our minifters and 

le from the glorious principles we profeis; but, at the fame time, 
we muft, in great plainnefs and faithfulnefs tell you, that catechifing of 
children is moit fadly neglected, both in private families and im publie 
congregations: and with refpeét to our printed confeffion of faith, we 
judge, that not one in an hundred of all our church members have ever 
fo much as feen it. We take our part of the blame-and fhame, that we 
have not been zealous and faithful to recommend it, and put it iato your 
hands---may we and you be wifer for the future. 

Our honoured brethren, the minifters at Briftol, have lately encouraged 
the publication of two editions of our catechifm, with and without the 
proofs;* and! we do moft earnettly intreat- you to- furnith yourfélves with 
this excellent compendium of true divinity, and, that you would teach it 
diligently to your children in private, and: defire your paftors to inftruct 


The orper of a Gosrer. Cuurcn., 


This we hold to be congregational, or what is ufually ftiled independent. 
Let this word be rightly underitood.:---we do- not judge ourfelves; inde- 
t of civil government, as we are members of fociety.: no, firs! 
we are fo far from affuming independence on the: good old. Britith: con- 
ftitution, that we willidare to affirm, no.men in.England, or im the wasld, 
are better friends to fuch. civil] government than we and defire always 
to be. Ft-ever will be our principle-and our intereftto pray for andfappore 
a proteftant king, that the crown may. fit eafy, and-fline glorionfly, upom 
his head: to the lateft poiterity. Nor de we mean. an independence on\the 
providence and grace of Gop---hcre we profels ourfelves dependent every 
moment to eternity. | 
. But, by the word independent, we mean, that-the Lord Jefas.Chrift, the 
fole-fountain of all fpiricual rights .andipower, has.given: us.allowance ant 
command to affociate. together, to incorporate.ourfelves into regular 
focieties, to carry on. all the parts. of public worthip and. difcipline, ta 
choofé our paftors.and/ deacons, to receive. in new members, to.admonifh 
and reprove thofe that vivlate his laws, and to exclude from us all thar 
prove incorrigible and impenitent: in.a.word, that we have aright anck 
to do every thing that fhall be for the glory.of Chrift and.our own 
pinefs, without being neceffarily. obliged to call in. the-aid.of/ other 
P and churches, or of being fubject, in matters of faith.and worbhipy 
to any pretended {piritaal power on. earth whatfoever. 


The OFFICERS of a GosPe, Cuurcn. 


-"Thefe are appointed and furnifhed by God our redeemer, for the 
edification, ftrength, beauty, and happinefs of the church; and are 


® With the proofs, 15s: per hundred; without, 7s. 6d, 


chofen and fet apart, with folemn prayer, by the vote of the church; to 
“ promote the general welfare of that fociety to which they belong, ——- 

_ There are two claffes or orders of officers in a chriftian church. The 
firt* is appointed and ordained to reprefent the whole fyitem of truth 
in the law and gofpel, in the moftitriking and amiable light to the 
people, and to lead the worfhip of the whole church, in al! its branches; 
to adminifter all public ordinances, and to take tiie fenfe and votes of the 
church with refpeét tothe admiffion of new members, and. to execute 
every part of the peoples’ determinations. The other order of officers + 
have the honour to be ordained of God oar faviour, to reprefent his 
 compafhonate heart to the peor of the church; and alfo to reprefent and 
exprefs the affections and bowels of the church to their dear paftors, that 
they may be fupplied with a competence of temporal good, and rendered 
eafy and happy in their ftudies and labours. | 
~ With refpeét to the character and office of chriftian preachers :---there 
are no men in the whole world who are dignified in the {criptures with fuch 
a variety of names.and titles as gofpel minifters ; and every name and 
image under which they are reprefented, implies fome excellent property 
or perfection. As far as our limits will allow, we will give you a view of 
their qualities and duties, to the end that you may difcern the refpect that 
is due to them, and give them that attention which their work and their 
t Lord demand. 
_. "Phey. ate ftiled Labourers, and they muft work---Servants, and 
they muft obey their divine miafter---Watchmen, and they muft keep 
awake, and be full of eyes within and without---Overfeers, and they 
muft infpect---Workmen, and they muft fludy to approve themfelves 
to God, that they may not be afhamed---Hufbandmen, and they muft 
cultivate the field of God---Shepherds, and they mutt feed the fheep and 
lambs.of the flock---Houfeholders, and they muit provide for the family--- 
Builders, and they muft edify---Stewards, and they muft be faithful--. 
Soldiers, and they muft valiantly fight---Elders, and they mutt be ferious 
and grave---Oxen, and they muft be patient in labour---Eagles, and they 
muft foar to the fun of righteoufnefs---Lions, and they muf be full of 
courage and fortitude---Cherubs, and they muft plough---Seraphs, and 
they muft burn with zeal for God---Lights of the world and ftars in the 
church, and they ought to fhine to the honour of their mafter---Fathers, 
and they muft be tender, 1 Theff. ii. 11.---Nurfes, and they muft be 
gentle, 1 Theff. 7.---Saviours, and they muft prookaim falvation, 
Obadiah, ver. 21.---Jaftifiers,§ (Dan. xii. 3.) and their glory is to 
turn many to the rightcoufnefs of Chrift for juftification---Ambafladors, 
and, they muit be wife and~noble---Earthen Veifels, and they muf 
be humble.----To: crown all, and to lift the character of a gofpel 
minifter to the higheft pitch of honour, they are ftiled Angels--- Angels 
that have power over fire, Rev:.xiv. 18. Angels that ftand in the fun, 
Rev. xix. 17. i, e. in the full noon-tide blaze of the fun of righteoufnefs. 
Angels are wile and illuminated creatures, fo are true gofpel preachers--« 
Angelsare holy creatures, fo ought gofpel minifters to be--- Angels are active 
solea creatures---Angels are affectionate and generous creatures---Angels 
love to gaze inceflantly on the perfon, offices, and glories of Chriit--- 
Angels love to attend upon and minifter to the children of God, hy 


_® Paftors, Elders, or Bithops. ‘Deacons. See their office, qualities and 
deleribed. Tim, ia. § So it is in the original. 
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pofpel minifters.---Angels rejoice at the converfion of finners, Luke xy, 
aay watch over God’s people in their infancy, Matt. xviii. 10.--- 
have brought food to the faints, 1 Kings xix.---affift in healing difeafes, 
Johniv. 4.---direét and guard the faints of God in their journies, Gen. xxxii. 
---keep off dangers, Pf. xci. 11. Adts xii. 15. Pf. xxxiv. 7.---make 
known the mind and will of God to men, .Adts vii. 59. Luke il. 10--14, 
---comfort faints in diftrefs, Luke xxi. 43. Aéts xxvil. 23, 24.---repel the 
devil’s temptations, Dan. x. 13, 20,---attend the faints on their dying beds, .. 
Luke xvi. 22.---and will attend their Lord when he comes in all his glory 
to judge the world at the lait day, Matt. xxv. 31.---and in thefe initances 
the work of gofpel minifters refembles the work and duties of angels. 
And now place all thefe images, good qualities, labours, and fervices 
before your eyes in ene view; and what cordial efteem, what ardent 
\ affeétion, what encouragement, attention, fuccour, and fupport, ought 
_the people to afford to their dear paftors, who are zealoufly ambitious tq 
Aill up thefe chara¢ters ! 


V. The worsuip and orpinances of a Gospet Cuurcn. 


Worfhip confifts in a deep and powerful fenfe of the infinite perfections 
and glories of God, exprefled in the moft ardent and pathetic manner, 
with the higheft veneration and love for the divine nature and fubfiftences, 
agreeable to the revealed idea of God, and in an exact correfpondence to 
: our connexions with God, and obligations to him as redeemed fouls ; called 
by his fpirit, and made heirs of eternal falvation through Chrift’s blood 
and interceffion. 
- And in this manner we to worfhip God every time we fing his 
praifes in the pfalms of the infpired fcriptures---when we pray to God, b 
adoring his attributes, confeffing our fins, pleading for new bleflings, wi 
a thankful acknowledgment of his mercies---thus we ought to’ worfltip 
God in reading his word, hearing his faithful minifters preach and explain 
_his law and gofpel. 
This head, concerning the worfhip of a gofpel church, deferves a farther 
enlargement, but the limits to which we are confined will not admit of it ; 
we muft therefore leave thefe hints to your ferious confideration.-- Let us, 
before we clofe this part, obferve; that there are two pofitive inftitutions 
_of the New Teftament, called baptiim and the Lord’s fupper, which de- 
_ mand your beft attention and affection. 

Barrism ought to be confidered as glorious an act of worfhip as 
ever was inftituted by God ; it is to be performed but once in the life’ of 
a chriltian---but once to eternity ; and therefore it ought to be done with 
the utmoft veneration and love. We have only room to obferve; that when 
it is performed by a right fubje&t, and in a right manner, it is a great 
_ privilege and honour; but it cannot be a privilege to any but to thofe by 
whom it is performed as an act of worfhip to God.* | ; 

Our zealous and public-fpirited friends at Briitol having lately publithed 
a large and cheap edition of Mr. Wilfon’s Scripture Manual on the Ordi- 
| nance 

* See a Contemplation on Baptifm, or Six Views of Believers’ Baptifm, viz, as ar 
a&t.of fublime a to the facred ‘I hree: ---as a reprefentation of the dreadful fuffer- 
_ angs of Chrift, &c. Defigned as an introduétion to Mr. John Fellows’s Hymns, on 
. Baptif v=~=Sold by Geo. Keith, Gracechurch-Street, and {, Dermer, Shad- Thames, 
‘Kondon. Pr, gd.---With Dr. Stennets’s Anfwer to Mr. Addington, 2 vols, 12m@, 


| 


f 
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| of we defire you would perufe that excellent effay as a 
_proper enlargement on this fubject. | 


“ 


The Loxp’s Surrer is another precious ordinance of divine worfhip, 

“which draws into it the whole of faith and practice. A defign is now on 
foot to furnifh you with fhort and eafy Contemplations§ on this mok 
glorious and reviving inftitution.{ - 


VI, The and conpucr of a Gosret Cuurcu. | 


| 
© "The {pirit and temper of -a fociety of true chriftians ought to be at as 
great a remove from the fpirit and temper of the world, the devil, and po- 
perv, as poflrble ; and as near an approach to the difpofitions and moral 
| ’ perfections of God. and to the fpirit and temper of the lovely Lord Jefus, 
| “and his primitive chriftians, as we can attain; that is to fay, as high an 
- “advancement in folid-goodnefs ahd love as any man can reach in the prefent 
ftate of amperfect fanttification: in fhort, the whole law is fummed up 
in one word, reve; and the whole temper of a true believer is f{ummed 
i up in one'word, Love. True chriftian love is a fingle thought, or fimple 
ion, that our fellow-chriftian is. an excellent and worthy object, good 
Tt _an bimfelf, fit to do us good, and fit to receive good; with a delight in the 
5 _ fight of him, as he bears the image of Chrift, and is defigned to live with 
| us in the prefence of God to eternity. 
_ | _As there never was amore itriking and beautiful defcription of the grace 
, of loye to. God and man, than that which the Holy Spirit has given us in 
;| - the fir epiiile to. the Corinthians, chap. xiii, we will endeavour to fet 
_ before you,. from the original words of God, a compendious view of the 
. true.chraftian temper, as confifting in love: and let it be well obferved, 
, that we are no farther chriftians than we evidence this beautiful difpofition 
@f foul in our whole life and converfation. 
| _, hove fuffereth long: it has a vait extent of mind, and {corns refentment 
| Love is tind; e. is diffufive of ready to communicate wife 
advice, kind affections, and temporal bleffings. 
t = Love envieth not; i. e. it feels no pain or ill-will at another man’s 
:| , exeellence, nor does it covet any with an ambitious affectation of 
Love waunteth not itfelf: it does not act rathly, with a proud oftentation 
. Of our own gifts, talents, and imaginary or real advantages; it-{corns to 
of afiy excellence which we poffels. 

_ dove is net puffed up: it does not {well with pride at the applaufes of 
| . @thers, nor puffed up with difdainful thoughts of men who appear 
Leve doth net bebave itfelf unfeemly; i.e. it teaches us not to att out of 


or ont of /cheme, as the word Gignifies, True chriftian love un- 
4 to 1s. per dozen, or 7s. 6d. per hundred, 
_t The firft Contemplation is already publifhed.---- by T. Vallance, No. 120, 

: 6d. 


Cheapfide. Pr. 6d 


_** “> Pr- Daniel Waterland juftly obferves, that the true doétrine of the Trinity, and 
~~ the atonemept of Chrift, have been kept up in the éhriftian church, by the inftitutions 
“Of Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper, more than by any other means whatfoever ; and, 

“qn mw | ipeaking, thefe glorious truths, which are effential to falvation, would have 
long ago, if the two-pokitive inttitutions had been totally negleMed and difufed 
proiefiors of chriftianity. Im this point of view, Baptifm and the Lord's 


Su appear to be of unfpeakable importance to the glory of God and the bei 
of true church of iit om earth, 


> 
| 
4 
| 
“4. 


derftands the fitnefs, decorum, and beauty of tempers, actions, and words. 
Nothing teaches the lovelinefs of behaviour fo well as love; as it»wiil not 
meanly {neak out of the place and ftation where providence has fixed us; 
fo it will not haughtily invade another man’s province-oroffice, or icorn- 
fully trample on his perfon, honour, and ufefulnefs. 


Love feeteth not ber own, or the things of felf alone, above al] others: si 


it difdains a mean-fpirited felfifhnefs. Seif-pleafing, felf-will, felf-applauie, 
and felf-intereft alone, are no guides to generous love, nor have they power 
to rule and tyrannize over a benevolent and gracious heart. 

Love is not eajfily oked; i. e. is not highly and bitterly provoked, fo 
as to fall into fits of violent anger on every imaginary or real wrong done 
tous. No, firs, a man of underftanding is of an sxcellent fpirit, (Heb. 
a cool {pirit.) 

Lowe thinketh no evil: this word fignifies to reafon out, and to impute. 
Love is not forward to reafon ont or dig up mifchief concerning other 
men: it takes no pleafure in raking into characters, in order to expofe 

them, or prying into the fecrets of private families, in order to blaft their 
reputation. Love is not violent to impute evil to other men, and ra‘thi 
and cruelly to charge evil to another man’s account, and to think the worit 
ef every man we diflike. 

Love rejoices not in iniquity: it is not glad; it takes no pleafare in any 
kind of injuftice in men’s témpers or actions; it has no delight in com- 
amitting iniquity ; yea, farther, it feels an horror at any act of injuftice © 
towards God or man. 3 

| Love rejoiceth in the truth: it delights in moral truth and fincerity of 

heart; it rejoices itfelf im gofpel truth ; and it triumphs in the true con- 
verfion of fouls to God. ye 

Dr. Samuel Wright, in his admirable Treatife on Juflice and Love, 
8vo. 1730, has an excellent remark on this property of chriitian charity. 
‘Love (fays that great man) will not fupprefs the iweet and rich fatisfaction 
it takes in the amiable virtues, tempers, and ufefulnefs of valeable 
minifters, or private chriftians ; nor will it withold any lively and cheer- 
ing encouragements, which the diicovery of its own joy would give to 
worthy aétive men, and to ufeful defigns and gencrous plans for the glory. 
of God and the public good of the church and the world. We proceed 
to another property. | 

Love beareth, or rather covereth* all things. True chriftian love has a 
veil to throw over all unallowed blemifhes, and to hide, in a fiweet- 
tempered manner, all lamented imperfections in a chriftian brother; and 
this is a moft ufeful and happy temper in a church of Chrift, and will 
‘produce moft glorious advantages to preachers and people. Such a temper 
will prevent the hurt and fhame of our brother’s charaéter, and prevent 
the fad of religion in the wor)d. 

| Love believeth all things. This is to be anderftood in a sight fenfe; 


to believe all things that are reported, without limitation, is a foolith 


credulity, and the mark of a weak mind; but true love will give a 
good-natured credit to all reports in favour of gracious men, as far as 
we have any Clear evidence---yea, farther, love is difpofed to promote and 


firengthen the honourable character of good men, aad efpecially of 


minifters of the gofpel in every denomination.” 


* So is the ofiginal, 


= 
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tn a word, love believes all things that are good and fit to be credited, 
while evil reports not be affented to or received, till there is clear 
preof, full evidence, and invincible.demoniiration. 


| ss Lowe bopeth all things.---She looks for good ; the defires and expetts 
good, and not evil, from the dear people of God. True love expects 
| 


from every believer in the fame.church, or in the. fame family.--- 
alters hope the beft from their belicving fervants---godly fervants hope 
: the beft from their chriftian mafters---parents hope the bef from their 
| ly children---children hope the beft from their godly parents--- people 
pe the beit from their affectionate and faithful paftors---and. amiable 
paitors hope the beit from their lovely and generous people. Thus, love 
an{pires a cheering and vigorous hope through all ranks and claffes of true 
chriftians. 
-. Love endureth all things.---To endure implies a continuance in fuch a 
ftation or condition of life, and in fuch trying and afflictive circumftances, - 
@s require a patient firmnefs of foul, a true fortitude of mind: and you 
may depend upon it, that nothing but ardent love to God and the church 
will enable.a man to hold on in generous fervices for our dear country, 
and the ftill dearer church of Chrift on earth... te 
Love never faileth. . {t will never perifh or be loft from the foul. Love 
can never die, it can never be ufelefs, it cannot fuffer deftruétion, but is 
. ‘and muft be immortal as our being. Love is an indefatigable grace; it 
if} . will never give out or tire in time or eternity ; it will bear up againft con- 
| tinual oppofitions, and rife fuperior tq all difficulties : floods of ingratitude 
and ill ufage can,never drown it: ‘tis invincible, and will be finally 
| victorious and triumphant. ~Love is immortal as,God can make it, and 
| ae in eternal empire over all the happy inhabitants of the heavenly 
wor | 
_ . "Dhe very reverfe ta this beautiful chriflian temper took place in the 
(Corimthian church, when the apoitle Paul wrote his firit epiftle to that 
% church; and if you read it with attention, you will find that this excellent 
ny man, with the utmoft prudence and addrefs, defignéd this defcription of 
_ Jove.as a pungent reproof for their carnal contentions, and as a powerful 
| efliay againft uncharitablenefs in all its branches, kinds, and degrees--- 
} may we receive it in the fame light, and ufe it in our churches for the 
fame glorious purpofes. 
~ “Many members of the church of Corinth did not fuffer long : they were 
not of a large generous mind: they were not kind to each other: they 
envied each other’spifts: they vaunted over one another : they were puffed 
| mp with pride, or a fond conceit of their own imaginary excellence: they 
behaved unfeemly they acted:out of charaéter: they fought the things 
| of felf: they were eafily provoked, and violently angry, even fo as tos 
if #0 law with each other béfore the Pagan magiftrates: they toevil: 
they digged ap-<vil, and imagined the worft of each other: they rejoiced 
am iniquity, and did not mourn even at the crime of inceit: they did not 
wejoice in the truth: they covered no infirmities, but expofed one another’s 
failizigs to the reproach of the wicked world: they believed nothin 
of ‘each other: they: hoped for nothing that was excellent, ‘but 
and expected the wort from every man; they, endured no. contradiétion, 
__ Mt oppolition, or affliftion, with patience and furtitude : their love often 
failed, and a {pirit of enmity anid itfewill reipned in their bofom, to the 
and difgrace of their chriftian character ! 
J | O! brethren, 


o 
| 
| 
| 


O! brethren, let us frequently hold up this piéture of bafenefs and de» 
mity to public abhorrence and contempt, and let us ardently pant after 
the oppofite to this deteftable temper; then we fhall appear to be tlie 
children of the great king, and the excellent of the earth, in whom God 
delights. | 
believers; who are endued with fuch a fpirit of evangelical 
love, will feel a delight in the praétice of all relative duties to each 
other. 
They will fee and feel, that love is the fupreme and immutable law of 
oj, which powerfully attraéts and unites all gracious fouls to Chritt, and 
to each other.’ That this temper of love is a moft beautiful imitation of 
Chrift’s pure and perfeé&t example; and that mutual love is the firft grand 
evidence of our being pafied from death to hfe, 
*Tis love, and fervent, ‘tis love only that makes church. 
fellowthip {weet and profitable; for without love a church is not a palace, 
but.a prifon; not a paradife of pleafure, but a dungeon of darknefs, 
without one fay of confolation or ufefulnefs.* 
A church is a barren defart; a howling wildernefs, full of favage and 
hateful creatures, if love, unfeigned and ardent, be abfent there. 
_ If this bleffed temper prevail amongft our churches, you will then 
feel the moft cordial efteem for your dear paftors: confider them as 
defigned and fent by God the Redeemer, to make you happy ; as fit to do 
you good, and as fit to receive good from you all: you will delight to 
make your minifters eafy and happy in their minds and circumftances : 
pray earneftly ‘for the fuccefs of their ftudies and labours: you will 
do all in your power to co-operate with their beft views and defigns : 
you will help your dear deacons in the difcharge of their office: in- 
uire out awakened fouls: you will take them by the hand and lead 
em to the deacons and to your paftors: and fweetly perfuade young 
converts to fay, ‘“* We will go with you, for we know that God is with 
you.” Zech. viii. 23. | 
You Will have an ardent fellow - feeling with each other, in all con- 
oe and calamities, in all outwatd afliétions and inward diftrefles of 
— You will be aétive and generous in the free diffufions of good, i.e. of 
temporal bleffings, and of {piritual fentiments, and inward experience, to 
warm and animate each other’s hearts. ) 
You will watch over each other’s tempers, language, and actions: you 
will. mark the growth aiid the declehfions, the temptations and fnares, 
that arife in your focieties. a2 ) 
_ You will exercife matual forbearance and fweetnefs of temper, mixed 
with juitice, franknefs, opennefs, and purity of mind. — : 
You will feel a glorioas union of mind and fentiments, of jadgment, 
Of faith, Worfhip, ana moral conduét.--If love, omnipotent and im- 
mortal love, reign in your hearts, you will exércife ardent prayer for 
tach other in all cafes ahd diftrefles: you will harly pray for the 
factefs of your miniftérs’ Tabours, ahd you will ace part in each other's 
profperity and joy. 
You will be early and fteady in your attendance on public worfhip, and 
‘be rémarkable for your punctuality athlicharch-meetinds: the face of 
thihgs in this -refpe&t would be wonderfully changed for the better, if 
* See Dr. Gill on a Gofpel-Church, Body of Praétical Div, Vol. II. 


‘ 
‘ 
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powerful Jove to God reigned in your hearts! You would then avoid all 
criminal partiality towards fome members, whilft others are flighted and 
* oppreffed: you would beware of invidious diftinétions between rich and 
r members, and, univerf{al efteem would reign through the church ; and 
nothing but eminence in grace and good works would raife one member 
above another. 
You would,.if love reigned in your hearts, be affable and courteous 
towards all men: and yet, with an holy caution, you would keep your- 
felves feparate from carnal men ; and, whilft you would pity and pray for 
erroneous men, you would difdain to have any fellowfhip with their errors, 
or favour any corrupt fentimenfs. | 
O! brethren, if this omnipotent and everlafting love reigned in your 
hearts, how vaft, how mighty would be your zeal for the glorious gofpel : 
how would you relifh and prize, and propagate divine revelation: how 
lion-like would be your ftrife for the doétrines of pure grace: and how 
valiant and bold would you be for the purity, extent, and eternity of the 
moral faw, as it 1s the copy of the fhining purity of the perfettions of 
God. 
You would then fet a ftriking example of godlinefs and good works to 
each other: you would provoke one another to love and good works, by 
exhibiting the moft beautiful patterns of vital faith, ardent zeal, and 
public fpirit for God: your hearts would expand as wide as the whole 
charch on earth, and rife with a noble glow of refined affeétion to the 
church of God in heaven! 


é 


VII. The glorious exps and uses of a Gosret Cuurch. 


An.end is that for which a thing is made or done; and the ends and purpofes for which 
God made, conftituted, and ordained his church on earth, are the moit glorious that can 
‘enter into the human conception; they are great and wonderful beyond imagination. 

_ , Thefe ends refpe& the divine Father, Son, and Spirit---the world---enquiring fouls 
~--the powers of hei] and darknefs---our own edification, and eternal happinefs. 

3. The firft grand end of a gofpel church is to reprefent God's true chara¢ter in the 
world. The vifible creation is a paffive reprefentation of the wifdom, power, and 
goodnefs of God; but all creatures below man have no capacities to do it with an 
active intention and rational cheice. The corrupt world of mankind has no defire to 
deciare the moral perfections of God: no, they rather reprefent the devil than God. 
‘Therefore, if God had no church on earth, there would be nothing but a dreadful! re- 
prefentation of the devil in our world. In the church, God is made known; and it is 

he higheit duty, honour, and privilege of the people of God to reprefent his pure and 
perfect charafter to the world. ‘If they are wife, in their condué, this will thew the 
world that God is a wife and underffanding being : if they are good and kind, this will 
Mfhew the world that God is good and kind, a moit amiable and attraftive being: if they 
are a holy people, in their nature, inclinations, and ations, this will thew the world 
that God is a holy being, brighter than the heavens, and purer than the unflained light 
+. of the fun: if they are a moit juft people, this will thew the world that God is a juft 
eing, and that he is invariably determined to do no wrong to any of his creatures: if 
they area fincere and faithful poopie, who hate all lying and deceit, this will evince to 
the world that God is a fincere and faithful being, an hater of all lying, khypocrify, and 
munfaithfuinefs; a God of infiexible integrity, truth, and fidelity.. — 

And O! brethren, what an infinite honour is.this, to reprefent God to mankind ; to 

be the living images of God to the world; to exhibit a beautiful image of God our 
Redeemer, to men, to angels, to devils! to fhew td all the worlds of rational minds the 
beautiful charaGer of God. Do not your-hearts rebound at the thought? Are not your 
pafiions fired with an holy ambition to rife to this glorious honour? Do you not feora 
the image of the beaft“and the devil, which you have fo long borne upon your hearts ? 
Do you not with to be rid of thefe hateful, thefe ugly and horrible features? And do 
you not feel a moft paffionate admiration at the grandeur and beauty of the moral 
aes Gost © you not a moft flamjng defire to be like him as much as 
poffible 

2. Thus you will ftopthe mouths of the wicked, and condemn the finally impenitent _ 
atthelaitday. Bad men cenfure and revile you now as hypocrites; they boldly ws 


| 
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| 
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that all yeur religion is mere grimace; you are as bad, yea worfe than themfelves. ~Tis 
e, fay they, ‘‘ you will not openly fwear, or publicly get drunk, or break the fabbath, 
as we do; but, at bottom, you are as lewd, as falfe, as covetous; as cruel, as 
* oppreffive, as fenfual, and as earthly and devilifh astwe are.”” Now, how can you 
confound thefe cenfures! how can you avoid them, how can you ftop the mouth of 
flander, or how can you prove it to be flander, unlefs you faithfully reprefent the moral 
character of God to the world ! : 

3. Another great end and ufe of a gofpel church, is to allure awakened and inquiring 
fouls to Chrift, to be happy in his great and precious falvation. Nothing has a greater 
tendency to allure, to encourage, to animate the hopes of convinced finners, than the 
holy, cheerful, godlike tempers and converfation of the members of a gofpel church. 
Thus we thew them, that there is a reality, a. beauty, a pleafure, in the ways of God: 
we comfort their hearts with an affurance, that the mafier we ferve is good and great, 
generous and kind, mild and gentle, eafy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
_ without partiality, feverity, or hypocrify: he that winneth fouls is wife, and do you 

not long for this honour of being wife, to win precious fouls to Chrift? Next to the 
falvation of our own fouls, What can be imagined more dear, more excellent, more 
defirable, than to be the inftruments of the falvation of our fellow-finners? 

QO! Chrittians, if you have any ambition, or gratitude, or Juitice, or compalfion, 

u will roufe up all your powers to this great and good work ! 

4. Laftly, and to conclude, another great end and ufe of a gofpel church is to pro~ 
«mote each other’s prefent and eternal happinefs. Man was originally made a fociable 
Being. Grace gives us a capacity and a {trong inclination to the beit company in the 
world; and in religious fociety we attain the higheft ends of our exiftence. We watch 
over each other for good---we communicate new thoughts to each other---we mingle 
fouls in prayer at the throne of grace---we warn and reprove the negligent and dif- 
orderly---we ftimulate and provoke to higher improvements in the intelle@tual, focial, 
and divine life---we comfort each other in affliction and forrow---we attend on the 
dying beds of our departing friends, and commit them to the bofom and the bleffing of 
the dear redeemer---we afcend, by faith, with their feparate {pirits, and long to follow 
them into the blifsful and transforming pretence of God! On this view of the beauty 

of focial religion, or the true nature and glory of a gofpel church, who, that has any 

{piritual fenfe, will not approve of it, highly delight in it, aad long to pofiefs all the 

utmoft advantages of fuch a ftate of divine riendihip ? and who, that has any fenfe of 

Ss in fuch focieties, will not ftrive to itrengthen, comfort, and adorn it ?--- 

his, dear brethren, is your wifdom and duty, and this is ours.---To the grace of 

: Jefus, to the love of the Father, and the fweet influences of the holy Spirit, thofe three 
glorious perfons in one divine nature, we commit you for ever. 


' Signed, by order of the Affociation, 
JOHN RYLAND, Moderator. 


AS we have a vacant part of a page, it may be proper to obferve, for the inftruétion 
of young inquifitive chriftians, that the whole body of church hiftory may be 

ranged under four heads, 

1. The doctrine of the church in all ages, with the lives, charaéters, and works of 
the ablett champions of truth who have {tated and defended that doétrine. 

II. The form and condition of the church, in the feveral periods of time; includin; 
the external ftate and fituation, and the internal beauty and glory of the church, with 
ref to the power and excellence of vital religion. 


Il. The principal errors which have arifen to difturb and defile the church of Chrift, 
with the lives and charaéters of thofe unhappy men who have firft broached, defended, 
and thofe errors.. 

IV. The hiftory of all the horrid perfecutions which havé befallen the church of 


. Chrift, with the lives, charaéters, and death of the ecutors, or tyrant hich 
have diftreffed the church in all ages. 


The two firft heads exhibit the face of the kingdom of Chrift; the two laft exhibit 
the face of the kingdom of the Devil. 


See Lampe’s admi ic ighi 
Epitome of Ecclefiaftical Hiftery, now publighing in the 


MINUTES, 


| 


a hacker evening we met at the ufual hour, and, after fome of the peaks : 
Imefiengers,; had prayed, we read the feveral letters, took the contents; and concluded. 
the meeting with prayer. 

On Wedneftay morningy after fix, we met again for prayer, in which feveral of the 


mninifters were, engaged. 
At ten the public ‘ftetting brother: Sutcliffe ptayed---brother, Fuller, 
of Soham, preached frotfr Rom. xiii, Now is our falvation nearer than when we 


Gill prayed ; brother Hopper, of. Nottingham, reached from 

‘Enh. iii. Phat Should preach among the Gentiles the unfear ¢ riches of 
hein concluded the public: meeting. .. 
May four Wwe met to examine the contents.of the circular letter, the defigh of which 


ores Serer thould be print alterations for the better.were made,.and it was agreed that 
ould be printed. 


fix our Shaw ed-~brother G ry preached from Matt. xvi. Re Bub 
“eam ye not difcern the: figns of times.” rbrother Ryland, fenior, concluded in 


er, br eommunicatin our experience of the 


hurfdry momiog g we met for 
eek ift in. the laft year. “Fhis branch of chriftian feilowthip we. find tov 
Pace and ufeful to our affociation.was concluded, with 


‘by ‘Smith, the paftor of the-church. where we met, be to our 
matter, we departed from éach other in love and peaces ~ 


Added upon profemtion Of faith afidexperience 32 
By letter of from other churches 33 


‘The next Affociation. to be held. at Eciccfer. Brother fentor, and brothe® 
Sutcliffe to in cafe of failure, brother Smith and brother op at 
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“ADVERTISEMENT. 
The TR NE of the PRINITY Stated and Defended, 
S on the EXISTENCE of GODs«-theJMMOR TAL ITY of 
« ‘the SQUL---and the] SUF FICIBNCY of to lend us to HAPPI- 


“Sold by Metts Je in the chap 
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